
 

 “So when they came together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you 
will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ [Jesus] replied, ‘It is not for you to know the 

times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.’”  

Acts 1:6-8 

The disciples posed this honest question to Jesus after he appeared to them in 
the days following Easter, and it sounds a lot like the question many of us have been 
asking for the past nineteen months: “When will things get back to normal?” For the 
disciples, they wanted Israel to go back to the time when David was king and when 
Solomon completed the Temple. For our time today, in many ways, I desire to roll 
back to how it was in December 2019. 

Jesus gives a very Jesus-like answer: “It is not for you to know the times or 
periods that the Father has set by his own authority.” In other words, there is no 
timeline! As frustrating as that answer is, it opens up a universe of possibility and 
growth in how we live faithfully. Jesus re-directs the question for the disciples. Real 
power is not the military and political security that comes from a kingdom. Real 
power comes from the Spirit. For us today, Jesus is re-directing our “post-pandemic 
questions”. Real power for us does not come from restoring 2019 routines, but 
remembering that it is only God who is in control and our spiritual task is to 
respond to that grace. Our hope lies not in a post-pandemic world, but in the post-
Easter reality that has always surrounded us. 

 We come together at FPC Holt to live in this post-Easter glory. We gather, 
like the early followers in Acts, to receive the power of the Spirit and witness Jesus’ 
life, death, and resurrection “to the end of the earth.” We have new life each day 
that the sun rises, and we have the opportunity to share that new life together. So, 
this fall we’re learning from those first followers in how they lived together in post-
Easter glory. We’ll be exploring the book of Acts in worship, prayer, and study as 
the Spirit guides us into the elusive post-pandemic world.  

And the Spirit has already been guiding us well! The Congregational Life and 
Worship committees have been listening to the Spirit and have created wonderfully 
new opportunities for our life together. This fall marks our new journey into a 
dedicated intergenerational Christian education time before worship. From 
9:00AM to 9:45AM on Sundays, there will be multiple offerings for you to 
faithfully learn and grow before worship begins at 10:00AM. See the insert for 
more details. 

 In addition, we will begin a new worship service at 5:00PM on Sundays 
called “Vespers”. Vespers is Latin for “evening” and we will be drawing upon the 
creativity from our summer Wednesday evening firepit and Upstream services to 
embark on this new worship experience. We will use the open space and labyrinth 
in the fellowship hall to give God glory and to live deeper in the post-Easter reality. 
A unique part of Vespers is that we will share in a simple potluck table fellowship 
and prayer following the service. 

 Friends, our life together has changed and is changing, but the love of God 
stays constant throughout. That’s the beauty of our mission here in Holt: “Rich in 
tradition, yet open to the leading of the Spirit.” May this new program year be an 
opportunity to re-examine and grow in our life with God and our life together as 
we continue to “do the unimaginable!” 

In Christ’s peace, 
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Fall 2021 – Begins Sept. 12! 
Check out the details in our insert: 

Sunday Evening Worship       
Begins Sept. 12 

On Sept. 12 at 5pm, we’ll launch an entirely new evening vespers service, keeping a little bit          
of the good vibe from our Wednesday night Firepit Services with a little Upstream flavor in a    

worship experience that’s all new. 

Taking advantage of the labyrinth and space for tables and chairs, this service in the          
Fellowship Hall will offer participatory worship and prayer in an intimate, casual setting             

where we can reflect on a message that mirrors Sunday morning worship with  
font and table as our centerpiece.   

From 6-6:30pm, we’ll gather for a simple potluck meal and some guided  
“tabletalk” for fellowship and prayer.  Please plan to join us to discover  

what God might have for us in this special vespers worship.  
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And what a September it is! 
ONCE UPON A TIME…about 5 years ago…our 

church family experienced an amazing 
alignment of God’s blessings when we 

welcomed 9 new babies within 11 months — 
and a total of 11 new babies within 15 

months! 

We joked at the time that we would have 
enough to field the FPC-Holt baseball team 
— well now they’re the age for t-ball and 

headed off to school! 

These bundles of 
joy brought that 

year’s capital 
campaign into 

focus as well, and 
thanks to your 
generosity, we 

have a wonderful 
new space for 
them today.   

Please keep our pregnant couples in your prayers: 

Seth & Nicole Caron    Tim & Heather Gerber 
Josh & Lisa Horwath    Michael & Emma Kandler 
Brian & Megan Lloyd    Joe & Brandye Croley 
Jared & Meghan Andrews    Pastor Kathleen & David Henrion 
Kyle & Whitney Hoffman    Adam & Kari Plotnick 

Rob & Mandi Woodward 

This was our Chanter announcement 
for almost 2 years! Can you name    

all the babies 
without looking?   
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Date Changes in September! 
In September, Committee meetings have been moved to the second Wednesday of the month.  
Instead of meeting this Wednesday, Sept. 1, committees will meet on Wednesday, Sept. 8 at 6pm 

(the same night as Deacons). Also, the Session will meet on Wednesday, Sept. 22 instead of the 15th. 

Aiden Kandler (sportin’ 
OSU colors at his baptism!) 

Brooke & Kelly Ireland 
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ON SUNDAY, OCT. 3, we’ll celebrate World Communion Sunday in a new way:  together with First 
Presbyterian Church of Lansing as FPC-Holt will worship at FPC-Lansing that day! 

The theme for the week-end is “Repairing the Breach: Repentance, Reconciliation, Reparations,” and 
we’ll kick off the activities by hosting an educational event for our Presbytery and local churches on 
Saturday, Oct. 2.  Our guest speaker will be Christian Brooks of the PC(USA) Office of Public Witness in 
Washington DC.  

Then, on Sunday morning, we’ll gather together at FPC-Lansing to enjoy a worship service with 
combined chancel and bell choirs and Christian Brooks preaching. 

A Public Policy Ministry 
The Presbyterian Office of Public Witness is the public 
policy information and advocacy office of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Its task is to 
advocate, and help the church to advocate, the social 
witness of the Presbyterian General Assembly. The church 
has a long history of applying these biblically and 
theologically-based insights to issues that affect the public 
— maintaining a public policy ministry in the nation’s 
capital since 1946. 

Reformed theology teaches that because a sovereign God is at  
work in all the world, the church and Christian citizens should 
be concerned about public policy. In addition, Presbyterian 
forefather John Calvin wrote, “Civil magistery is a calling not 
only holy and legitimate, but by far the most sacred and 
honorable in human life.” 

“As Jesus demonstrated, 
advocacy work is about coming 
alongside marginalized people, 
joining in unambiguous solidarity 
with them, creating space for 
them to tell their own stories and 
envisioning with them what God’s 
future intentions for them are, 
based on God’s faithful promises.”    

 —Christian Brooks 

World Communion 
Sunday, Oct. 3 
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Calling all youth:  Click on this link or visit  
https://www.fpc-holt.org/projecto-2 to sign-up for the lock-in! 

Our pledges are an important part of our church life.  Following is the pledge update and a brief income and
expense statement.

**HISTORICAL AMOUNT PLEDGED
RECEIPTS LAST MONTH
MONTHLY OVER OR UNDER + / -
PLEDGED AMOUNT Y.T.D.
RECEIPTS Y.T.D
YTD OVER OR UNDER + / -
*Amounts are predicated on anticipated receipts rather than expenditures.

Current Month 2020 Current Month 2021
INCOME: August-20 Year to Date August-21 Year to Date

Regular Income $21,060 $238,108 $22,088 $285,899
Validated Mission Offerings $0 $1,728 $0 $2,828
Extra Commitment Opportunities $310 $22,884 $250 $15,162
Total Income $21,370 $262,721 $22,338 $303,889

DISBURSEMENTS:

Total Expenses $34,526 $271,863 $42,940 $280,936

DIFFERENCE:  INCOME/EXPENSES -$13,157 -$9,143 -$20,602 $22,953

**Historical amount pledged reflects the yearly amount pledged times average 5 year historical percentage
   calculated as: the percentage of actual receipts for the current month divided by the yearly amount pledged
   for each year for the last 5 years, then an average is taken of the 5 year total percentages

STATS FOR THE STEWARD
August 31, 2021

PLEDGE RECEIPTS ADULT PLEDGES

$18,028
$18,135

$107
$201,556
$201,483

-$73

https://www.fpc-holt.org/projecto-2


30-Day Mustard Seed Challenge
“If you have faith the size of a mustard seed…nothing will be 

impossible for you” (Matthew 17:20) 
God can use even a small act of faith to create a large 
impact on you and on your world. 

A new, and ongoing contribution to the Bagpipe by one of 
our members, The Mustard Seed Challenge is a call to see 
the world through the lens of scripture – a verse or two at 
a time. 

 “Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than 
any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to 
judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” (Heb. 4:12)   

When you are obedient to the Bible’s words of wisdom, it can change your heart and mind.  

 It is common belief that a new habit takes 30 days to create.  So – if you were to accept the 
challenge to MEMORIZE one verse of scripture AND APPLY it every day, what changes will happen 
in your life and in the world around you? This is your invitation to take this 30-day challenge and 
see what God can do with even a Mustard Seed. 

Fruits of the Spirit – LOVE 
Memory Verse: Colossians 3:14 

“Above all, clothe yourselves with love,  
which binds everything together in perfect harmony.” 

Thoughts: In the gospel of Luke (10:25-28) Jesus Christ was asked by a lawyer: “Teacher, what must I 
do to inherit eternal life?”  Jesus responded by asking the lawyer what the law said. The lawyer 
replied:  “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus then told the lawyer: 
“you have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.”  LOVE is the outward sign of 
Christianity – love God, neighbor, self with everything you are made of….heart, soul, strength, mind 
– and the path to eternal life with God.  In bold biblical truth I John 4:8 states: “Whoever does not
love does not know God, for God is love,” going even further to say that LOVE is not only the

evidence of our relationship to God, it is, indeed, the very essence of 
God the Creator.  LOVE is…everything.  

     In I John chapter 1, we also read that “God is light and in him 
there is no darkness at all.” (vs 5) John uses the two descriptors of God 
as LOVE and LIGHT.  The revelation for me in these (and other) 
scriptures is that LOVE is the God-energy that can be compared to 
our culture’s electrical energy.  LOVE is the power behind the truths 
spoken in scripture, just as electricity is the power behind our 
modern conveniences.  One only needs a power outage to 
experience the shock of what it means to be without electricity –  
the darkness, lack of comforts, and increased vulnerability to the 
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elements. The whole point of I Corinthians 13 is that LOVE is the power behind everything in our 
faith and that everything is empty and powerless without LOVE.  “If I speak of the tongues of 
mortals and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have 
prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to 
remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.  If I give away all my possessions, and if I 
hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.” (vs 1-3) 

LOVE (God) is the source of the transforming energy that enables each of us to bear the likeness of 
Christ.  As we continue reading in I Cor. 13, compare Paul’s characteristics of LOVE with the Fruits of 
the Spirit.  “Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does 
not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but 
rejoices in the truth.  It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.” (vs 4-
7) Each of the Fruits of the Spirit is a characteristic of LOVE, of God, and is only attainable through
God and the power of the Holy Spirit living in God’s followers.

Challenge Memorize Colossians 3:14: “Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony.” Do your own Bible study of the meanings and power of love.  Read I 
Corinthians 13 – “the love chapter,” Colossians 3, and other verses in the Bible that reference LOVE. 
Pray and meditate on how God wants you to apply them to your own faith, life, and relationships. 

Prayer:   O Faithful God, you are the giver of life, author of my being, and you love me more than I 
can ever understand. I know I need to be more faithful in connecting with you and letting your 
love warm my heart, nourish my spirit, transform my character, and direct my path.  I want to 
abide in you and have your Holy Spirit abide in me…that your love may shine through me and that 
I may be your instrument in the world around me. I ask that you bless me with your Fruits of the 
Spirit so that I may be a blessing to others.  As your child, sealed by your Spirit, I pray this in the 
name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Ideas for implementing the Mustard Seed Challenge and making it work in your life:  

• When memorizing the verse, go at your own pace. Write it on a sticky note and put it where
you will see it daily. Break it into segments. Repetition is the key. Give yourself time and grace.

• Begin a Mustard Seed Journal where you write the memory verse and what you discover about
yourself as you implement it in your life. Set some reasonable goals for yourself in order to meet
the challenge and record your journey of growth.

• Ask someone to do the challenge with you as a prayer and accountability partner. Share with
each other the challenges that you have as you implement the Bible verse into your daily life.
Encourage and pray for each other.

• Begin with smaller goals – like creating certain time segments where you concentrate on the
challenge; then add more time segments. Or concentrate on how you think about one area (like
yourself) first – then expand it to other areas.

God can move mountains, but sometimes you have 
to bring a shovel.  (Anonymous)
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Pricing: $25 until September 5th (includes t-shirt), then $30 (t-shirt available as supplies last). 

Course: Memorial Gardens start, run thru the bays of Delhi Fire Dept., south on Aurelius, thru 
subdivision and finish in Holt Plaza at the 9-11 Memorial. 

Packet pickup information: Friday September 10th from 5:00 to 7:00 pm @ Delhi Fire 
Department Bays 2704 Aurelius Rd. Race day starting at 8:00am to 8:50am at Delhi 
Memorial Gardens. 

Be sure to register early; race day registration cannot be guaranteed. 

Race starts at 9:00 am.  9/11 Presentation by Fire Chief Brian Ball at 8:00 am. 

Participants will receive Dri-fit  t-shirt. Register by September 5th to be guaranteed a t-shirt.  

Walk, Run & Represent! 
FPC-Holt has traditionally represented the church colors at the Holt Hero Run each year, and we 
want to show up in full force again.  Jean Seward is coordinating the church’s efforts this year (and 
maybe even a temporary tattoo in the works?) and she’s also offering to put together some 
practice walks/runs for those who are interested. 

Please register for the race at https://runsignup.com/Race/MI/Holt/911HeroRun and then let Jean know 
you’ve joined the team (or let the office know and we’ll pass it on).  

https://runsignup.com/Race/MI/Holt/911HeroRun


      Anniversaries 
JOHN & THERESA HOLMSTROM 09/01 

KEN & CONNIE CARON 09/04 

ANDREW & NANCY CORNER 09/05 

JOSH & ALLISON BODELL 09/09 

LEE & SHARON PARKS 09/10 

APRIL & ELIZABETH YEAGER 09/10 

JONATHAN JAMES & LORI 
WEISMANTEL 

09/11

MARY LEE & KRIS HULTIN 09/17 

LEE & KELLY IRELAND 09/17 

MIKE & LINDA HALEY 09/20 

DAVE & AMY METTS 09/20 

JIM (BK) GOPAL & PRISCILLA 
KROHNKE 

09/25

JEFF & LINDA CWIEK 09/26 

JAMES & KRISTIN LINDEEN 09/30 

HEATHER CASE 09/01 

SANDRA DIORKA 09/01 

SARAH BLOHM 09/02 

NANCY CORNER 09/02 

NATALIE HOFFMAN 09/04 

ALLISON TROPF 09/04 

TERESA WOLANSKY 09/04 

HEH SAY 09/09 

LUCILE SIMONS 09/09 

ELIZABETH KOHN 09/10 

ANDRE HOFFMANN 09/10 

LINDA HALEY 09/11 

KRIS HULTIN 09/11 

DEBRA BACHMAN 09/13 

BEAUTY PAW   09/13 

GARY SMITH 09/13 

NOELLA VERDUGO 09/13 

ALEC STOUT 09/14 

RAY RUSTEM 09/15 

SYDNIE EVANS 09/16 

KARI BELL 09/16 

BUD BACHMAN 09/17 

PEGGY OAKES 09/17 

LEO HOLMES 09/19 

FLOR FRATZKE 09/21 

CHRISTINE HEILMAN 09/22 

COREY CLARK 09/24 

TRUDY SMITH 09/25 

KEN CARON 09/27 

DEBRA SHAW 09/28 

OLIVIA OLNEY 09/29 

BEV STEWART 09/30 

September Birthdays & Anniversaries 

THE TRADITION CONTINUES:
every child in our church family 
entering 2nd grade is presented a 

Bible and we don’t want to 
overlook someone!  Please help us 
double-check the church database 
and let us know if there’s a second 

grader in your life! 

     We’re Still Collecting Bottles & Cans! 
If you’ve accumulated a few bottles & cans since our last drive, never fear!  All you have 
to do is place them in the trailer parked by the dumpsters  in the Holt Road lot 
(temporarily located next to the  shed while the lot is being resurfaced).  Our youth are 
ready to handle the drippy,    sticky mess and return the cans/bottles for you — just let 
them pocket the dime!  (All monies earned credit the “mission ministry money” account 
to pay for youth trips/activities throughout the year).  Thanks for your support! 
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A Heart Full of Gratitude for     
My Church Family 

Thank you to everyone who helped to make the 
memorial service for Carl so meaningful, 
comforting and God-honoring.  The Deacons 
graciously provided such a wonderful ice cream 
celebration of Carl’s life that I’m sure it was 
exactly what he had in mind.  Barry’s singing was 
beautiful and Kirk and Ben’s support (and Kirk’s 
sermon) will be a treasured memory.  Saying 
thanks to my church family can never express 
how much you are appreciated!   

Thank you, Dorothy Westerhof 

New Mobile App 
for Electronic Giving! 

Are you a GivePlus user or a fan of our website’s giving options?  
Then get ready for an easier tool than ever before. 

Our financial service provider, Vanco Payment Solutions, is 
rolling out a new mobile app and the stewardship page on our 
website will have a new look too!  GivePlus is being retired in 

September and VancoMobile will replace it. 

To help you get started, Vanco has provided the next 2 pages 
to help you 1) download and use the mobile app; and 2) use it 

online at our website. 

Vanco will also be sending an email to our users in September 
that will contain the links and offer instructions again. 

CHILD PROTECTION POLICY CLASS 

Sign up today, for the next Child 
Protection Policy class on Sept. 26 after 

the worship service. 

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED by 
clicking here or by calling/emailing the 

office.  The class must have a minimum of 
participants before we can offer it. 

1September  
BLOOD DRIVE1

The Red Cross will return to the  
Fellowship Hall on Sept. 8. 
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HOW TO GIVE USING VANCO MOBILE 
 Support our ministries from anywhere. Go to the App Store or Google Play to download the Vanco Mobile app for free.

1. Search for Our 
Church

2. Select Your Fund 
and Amount

3. Enter Payment 
Method

4. Choose to Cover 
Processing Fees

5. Complete Your 
Donation

Enter our church’s name 
or use the invite code and 
click Search. Then, select 
our church. 

Select your fund and 
donation frequency, then 
select your payment 
method.

Select a payment method 
and enter your credit card, 
debit card or bank account 
information. You can save 
this payment method for 
future donations.

You can choose to cover 
the donation processing 
fees by adding a small 
amount on top of your gift. 
Click the button to opt in.

Review and complete your 
gift by clicking Submit.
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HOW TO USE VANCO ONLINE 
 Support seasonal and year-round missions, make one-time gifts or set up recurring donations online.

        Select Your Funds and Amount

Select your fund and click the Donate 
button. Next, choose a donation amount 
and frequency, then proceed to payment.

Enter your credit card, debit card or 
bank account information. Sign up for an 
account to save your information for future 
donations.

Review and complete your gift by 
clicking Submit.

        Enter Payment Method         Complete Your Donation

From your Vanco Online account, you can review 
your giving history, manage recurring donations 
and update payment information.

Vanco Online Account Features

1 2 3
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH of HOLT 
2021 N. Aurelius Rd. 
Holt, MI 48824 

Address Service Requested 

Pastor, Rev. Kirk Miller, kirk@fpc-holt.org 
Associate Pastor, Rev. Ben Rumbaugh, ben@fpc-holt.org 

Heather Thum-Gerber, Seminary Pastoral Intern 
Office Administrator, Myra Hiske, office@fpc-holt.org 

Church School Organizer, Libbey Jones, libjones2014@gmail.com 
VBS Director, Eileen Krawczynski, eileenkski1@juno.com 

Adult Choir Director, Cera Babb, babbcera@gmail.com 
Handbell Director, Mitchell Eithun, mitchell.eithun@gmail.com 

Organist, Joanne Maher, jmt53msu@yahoo.com 

Financial Secretary, Deb Bachman, debrabac51@gmail.com 
Treasurer, Sandy Gleason, sandy.gleason@sbcglobal.net 
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