
Ongoing Prayer Concerns 

 Bev Stewart 

 Priscilla Krohnke & BK Gopal 

 Wilma & Jayna Akright 

 Lois Schmidt 

 Carl Westerhof 

 Verla Miller 

 Gary & Marcia Howe 

 Nevin Johnson (Betts’ grandson, chronic kidney disease) 
 Tommy Harris (Deb Shaw’s cousin with traumatic brain injury) 

 Don Moore (Peggy Hadwin’s brother) with lymphatic cancer 

 Ken Gibler (Jane DiMaggio’s brother with brain cancer) 

 Renae Schnepf’s continued recovery from a car accident 

 Sue Jean Celsor (cancer) 

THE CHAN ER 

Prayers from the Chat Pew on September 13, 2020 
 World Childless Week (Sept. 14-20) – peace and comfort for all of those who are involuntarily childless 
 Janice still in ICU but making small amount of progress. long road ahead 
 All those impacted by the fires in the west 
 Norm as he continues to struggle with cancer and thanks for every extra day you give him with his family 
 People in the path of wildfires out west right now 
 Priscilla’s mother Janice Krohnke with congestive heart failure 
 Clark Schnepf’s mom who is dealing with multiple health issues 
 Thanksgiving for all the wonderful things we still have and have forgotten during this time. 
 Suzanne’s children Orion, Steven, Tashanne along with Aldi, Jinny, and Kyle as we go through Covid 
 MSU students struggling with mental health challenges and isolation 
 Mudd Meister who received a kidney after years of being on a transplant list 
 Tanya facing another stress test and surgery on Thursday 
 Kris Hultin as he feels better. 
 Becca Howe in Germany. 
 Comfort and peace for Tanya as she goes into surgery feeling very emotional  
 Our church family 
 Relief to all impacted by wildfires 

Congregational Meeting Next Sunday in the Parking Lot! 
Notice of called congregational meeting on September 27 at 12:30pm for the purpose of considering a 
change in by-laws to include alternatives for congregational meetings in times when in-person gatherings 
are not possible. 
 

The meeting will take place in the Holt Road parking lot with members remaining in their cars.  Click here to 
see the amendments.  Given the less-than-ideal setting for a meeting, members are encouraged to contact 
Clerk of Session, Brandye Croley, or Kirk Miller in advance with any questions. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RPIkB8fe6jy-2EMd5LMV4L3jHwSC54NC/view?usp=sharing


“One of the foundational points of the study is that, in 
scripture, lament usually leads to hope. After crying out to 
God, the one who laments remembers God. And while that 
doesn’t fix things in the moment—the injustice, the loss, the 
wrong still exist—the one who laments is strengthened to 

face the world and to hope.” 

Circle 2 on Zoom! 
(3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm) 

Anita Betts leads a kick-off meeting 
this Tuesday, Sept. 22 at 7:30pm  to 
introduce this year’s women’s circle 

study of “Into the Light:  Finding Hope 
Through Prayers of Lament.”  Books are 
$11 each and can be picked up in the 

office at any time. 

BEN’S WAITED 
A WHOLE YEAR 
TO SEE if the 
VIPS fall  
outing was as great as he remembers, 
so maybe we got a little too eager on 
the date for the trip.  The VIPS color tour 
and trip to the cider mill will be on 
Tuesday, Oct. 13 and NOT as incorrectly 
listed on Monday, Oct. 12.  Please 
correct your calendar and plan to join us 
on Tuesday, Oct. 13 instead! 

Pre-Exploratory Gathering 
Interested in finding out more about FPC-Holt?  Then plan on  
sharing some pizza and getting to know each other at a Sunday 
evening Pre-Exploratory Gathering Zoom meeting on Oct. 11 
from 12:30-2pm! 

Exploratory Gatherings are a four-week chance to explore what 
it means to be part of the Reformed Tradition, the Presbyterian 
denomination, and the body of Christ here at FPC-Holt.  Although 
we can’t yet meet in person, we know that doesn’t mean there 
aren’t questions or even interest in being an official part of our 
church family.  If you find yourself in either one of those 
categories (whether you’re near or far) Kirk and Ben would like 
to treat you to dinner and a zoom.  Email the office to sign up!  As 
we get a chance to know each other better and learn more about 
the church over zoom, we’ll be making our own pizzas (in the 
safety of our own kitchens). 

For the locals, our witness committee will deliver all the fixin’s 
and supplies right to your door step, you’ll just need zoom access 
and an oven.  For our out of town crowd that connects with us 
electronically, we don’t want to leave you out either!  This is all 
new to us, so if you’re interested, let us know and we’ll figure 
something out like we always do around here…together! 



October 4 Ordination Service 
Planned for Teresa Larson! 

With Teresa Larson’s oral examination on the floor of 
presbytery being the only hurdle left to clear (not a small 
thing), the Presbytery of Milwaukee has requested that, if 
she passes her exam, the Presbytery of Lake Michigan 
(PLM) ordain her as soon as possible. 

As Teresa’s home church, it is our honor to host the service 
on behalf of PLM! 

Because of the numerous safety precautions, Presbytery 
has called for an outdoor service limited to 30 people —so 
the FPC-Holt Session has approved a livestreamed service 
of worship and ordination to take place on October 4 at 
Camp Greenwood (contingent on Teresa passing her oral 
exam on September 19). 

One of the very powerful traditions of the ordination 
ritual is the prayer-soaked laying on of hands by all 
PC(USA) ordained elders and pastors in attendance – not 
exactly possible in the midst of a pandemic.  To carry on 
the tradition while maintaining social distance, we’re 
asking all ordained elders to stop by the office before 
next Sunday to trace your hand onto a piece of fabric and 
sign it.  Teresa’s mother, Chris, will then use the various 
fabrics to fashion a stole and enable us all to lay our 
hands on her shoulders! 

Whether with the stole or your prayerful presence on the 
livestream, we invite everyone to help celebrate God’s 
undeniable call to ministry on one of our own!  

Sanctuary @ Home 
Because our worship is at its best when it’s the 

work of all the people, all are encouraged to 
prepare their “sanctuary at home” for use every 
Sunday.  Weekly elements will include a candle, 

lighter, pitcher, bowl and water. 

The Easy Way to Return 
Bottles & Cans 

The youth fundraiser to return bottles and cans 
is ongoing — simply bring your returnables to 

the Boy Scout trailer in the Holt Rd. lot! 

Worship Volunteers Needed 
The Worship Committee is hoping to build up 
the team of technicians helping produce the 

weekly livestream of our Sunday morning 
worship service (“team” as in “take turns on 
a weekly basis”).  Specifically, we’re looking 
for:  1) computer techs who are comfortable 

on computers and using multi-media 
resources; and 2) camera operators to 

capture it all.  Please see Kirk or Ben if you 
can lend a hand. 



Sunday 9:45am WaterWorks! & Worship Center on Zoom 
Sept. 20 10:30am Livestream Worship on YouTube & Zoom 

 11:30am Church Family Check-In on Zoom 
 4:00pm YIA Lumberjack U and Bonfire until 6pm* 
 6:00pm MHYC Covid-Friendly Digital Scavenger Hunt 
 until 7:30pm* 
 6:30pm AA 
 6:30pm AA 
     

Monday OFFICE CLOSED ON MONDAYS 
Sept. 21 12:00pm Bible Study on the cloister  

 6:00pm I’m Still Here Discussion Group at the Firepit 
 7:00pm AA 
 9:30pm AA 
  

Tuesday 10:00am Staff Meeting 
Sept. 22 11:00am Emergency Food Bag Distribution until 1pm 

 11:00am Lunch Bag Brigade Drop-Off until 1pm 
 3:00pm I’m Still Here Discussion Group (Zoom) 
 6:30pm SA 
 7:30PM Circle 2 Intro Meeting (Zoom) 
 8:00pm AA 
  

Wednesday 6:30pm AA 
Sept. 23 9:30pm AA 

     

Thursday 11:00am Emergency Food Bag Distribution until 1pm 
Sept. 24 7:00pm I’m Still Here Discussion Group (Miller’s firepit at 

 5699 Ladderback in Holt) 
 7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (Zoom) 
 8:00pm AA 
  

Friday 8:00pm AA 
  

Saturday 6:00pm AA 
  

Sunday 9:45am WaterWorks! & Worship Center on Zoom 
Sept. 27 10:30am Livestream Worship on YouTube & Zoom 

 11:30am Church Family Check-In on Zoom 
 12:30pm Congregational Meeting (south parking lot) 
 2:00pm YIA Bike Chain 
 6:30pm MHYC Faith & Film “Up” until 8:30pm (firepit) 
 6:30pm AA 

This Week at FPC-Holt 

*In the event of bad weather, dress appropriately.  In the event of really 
bad weather, we’ll social distance under the cloister tent. 

NOTE:   
all Zoom meeting info/links can be found on 

the church calendar at www.fpc-holt.org 

TUESDAY LUNCHES FOR                  

ADVENT HOUSE 
Our efforts to provide 50-75 lunches  to the 
shelter every Tuesday has been a huge 
success!  Join the team of those packing 
lunches and bringing them to the church 
between 11am and 1pm on Tuesdays (non-
refrigerated items like PB&J, salty snack, 
portable veggie/ fruit, sweet treat, etc.)  
Cases of water are also welcome. 

We’re also looking for a volunteer on 1-2 
Tuesdays each month who can pick up the 
lunches at the church at 1pm and deliver 
them to Advent House (at Sparrow’s St. 
Lawrence campus).  Please let us know in 
the office if you have an hour to spare!! 

Building & Church Office Hours 
Although worship doesn’t take place in 

the building these days, the building and 
office are open to the public from 9am to 

4pm on Tuesdays-Fridays. 



FPC-Holt 
Greek Squad 
Modeled after the original 
“Greek Squad” (disciples 
who followed Jesus), 
we’re looking for some 
volunteers to be our own 
version of Best Buy’s 
technical support.  With all 
of our meetings, 
fellowship and  worship 
online, we want to 
provide help for folks who 
may not be comfortable 
with the technology.  
Computers and cables are 
literally “Greek” to some 
people, so if you’ve got 
the spiritual gift of tech 
translation, please call or 
email the office. 

 Because sometimes 
“it’s ALL Greek to me!” 

Coronavirus Response of a Different Kind 
Even as we’ve responded to some of the physical challenges that Covid-19 represents to our 
community, each of us has been challenged mental, emotional and spiritual needs in our own 
lives and homes. In an effort to get a better sense of how you have been affected by the 
pandemic and how they can best come alongside you, Kirk and Ben would like to hear your 
responses to a brief "spiritual inventory" built from our congregation's Identity Declaration.  Only 
the pastors will have access to your responses.  As a reminder, here is our Identity Declaration:  

"We are an ordinary people, welcoming all into our family of faithful worship, compassionate 
service, and love for our extraordinary God! Rich in tradition, yet open to the leading of the 

Spirit...We believe that by the power of the Holy Spirit, the transforming love of Jesus Christ is 
working through us to do the unimaginable!" 

To complete the survey, simply follow this link:  https://forms.gle/p1CuVXLtCig3NUpv9 

In keeping with our Statement on Racial Justice (which you can read here), we’ll be offering new 
ways to respond to systemic racism throughout the year. 

Starting on Sept. 13, we’ll offer multiple gatherings to read and discuss the best-seller I’m Still 
Here.   

“In a time when nearly all institutions (schools, churches, universities, businesses) 
claim to value "diversity" in their mission statements, I'M STILL HERE is a powerful 
account of how and why our actions so often fall short of our words. Austin writes in 
breathtaking detail about her journey to self-worth and the pitfalls that kill our attempts 
at racial justice, in stories that bear witness to the complexity of America's social 
fabric--from Black Cleveland neighborhoods to private schools in the middle-class 
suburbs, from prison walls to the boardrooms at majority-white organizations.  
For readers who have engaged with America's legacy on race through the writing of 
Ta-Nehisi Coates and Michael Eric Dyson, I'M STILL HERE is an illuminating look at 
how white, middle-class, Evangelicalism has participated in an era of rising racial 
hostility, inviting the reader to confront apathy, recognize God's ongoing work in the 
world, and discover how blackness--if we let it--can save us all.” (from 
austinchanning.com/the-book) 

Each of the 6-week sessions features a short video and the book is available at Amazon in hard 
or soft cover, Kindle or Audiobook.   (You can support black-owned booksellers by clicking here.)  

• Meet on Mondays at 6pm, when Anne Hope hosts an in-person discussion at the church — 
outdoors around the fire. 

• Spend a bit of your Tuesday afternoons with Ben in a Zoom discussion that meets at 3pm  

• Join Kirk on Thursday evenings around the firepit at his house (5699 Ladderback) at 7pm 

Please RSVP for any of the above by sending an email to office@fpc-holt.org. 

Feel free to join THe Discussion 
Groups at any time! 

https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/bookselling/article/83495-black-owned-bookstores-to-support-now.html


 


