An All About Communion
“Did You Know?”

The Bagpipe

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2021

Did you know? This Sunday we’ll be closing our doors and
heading downtown to worship with the First Presbyterian Church
of Lansing for World Communion Sunday (10:00 am, 510 W.
Ottawa). Whether you’re in the sanctuary on Sunday morning or
joining us from your sanctuary at home (click here), we celebrate
your presence as we are held together as the one Body of Christ.
Did you know? World Communion Sunday is a gift to the global
church from the Presbyterian Church (USA). It began in 1933 at
Pittsburgh’s Shadyside Presbyterian as a way to emphasize
Christian unity and the interconnectedness of every congregation.
According to the son of the pastor who was serving at the time,
“The concept spread very slowly at the start. People did not give it
a whole lot of thought. It was during the Second World War that
the spirit caught hold, because we were trying to hold the world
together. World Wide Communion symbolized the effort to hold
things together, in a spiritual sense. It emphasized that we are one
in the Spirit and the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”
Did you know? As part of our celebration on Sunday, the bread
that we will be breaking was created by the youth of our
congregations, using recipes from around the world.
Did you know? This past month, Session approved returning to
our traditional method of serving communion elements, as
opposed to providing individual communion kits. This decision is
based on the science that the risk of covid exposure is heightened
by spending unmasked, extended time in the presence of others
and not by the passing of the trays or by eating from a tray that has
been passed. We will continue our care for others by maintaining
social distance and only removing masks for the partaking of the
elements (individual communion kits will still be provided for
those who prefer them).
Did you know? Session also approved celebrating communion
every week at our 5:00 Sunday Vespers service (there will be no
service Oct. 3 due to the joint worship service at FPC- Lansing).
Resuming on October 10, taste and see why it’s the best meal to
begin your week.
Most importantly, did you know? Christ’s table is for all, for
everyone, and there’s always a place for you!
I hope to see you Sunday!

Repairing the Breach:
Repentance, Reconciliation,
Reparations
ON SATURDAY, OCT. 2, FPC-Holt, in partnership with FPC-Lansing, will host a Zoom educational
event for our Presbytery and other local churches at 11am. Our guest speaker for the event will be
Christian Brooks of the PC(USA) Office of Public Witness in Washington DC. Christian will kick off the
focus on our week-end theme of “Repairing the Breach: Repentance, Reconciliation, Reparations,”
and introduce us to a simulation of the “Racial Wealth Gap” so that we can better understand the
problems of racial equity. You’ll find the Zoom link on our website calendar at www.fpc-holt.org (or
by clicking here).

THEN ON SUNDAY, OCT. 3, we’ll celebrate World Communion Sunday by worshipping at the First
Presbyterian Church of Lansing at 10am. Christian Brooks will be the preacher that morning and
there will be an adult discussion forum following the service at 11:30am. In addition to in-person
worship, you can join worship by clicking this YouTube livestream link (or the link is also on our
website calendar at www.fpc-holt.org). The forum will also be offered electronically by clicking this
Zoom link or by following the link in the calendar entry on our website.
THERE WILL BE NO CHRISTIAN ED., MORNING WORSHIP OR VESPERS AT FPC-HOLT ON OCT. 3!

Youth Participation Next Week-End
All youth are encouraged to participate in the educational event next Saturday at 11am on
Zoom. Then, on Sunday, we’ll take part in both worship and mission projects:
9:30am Anyone with speaking parts arrives at FPC-Lansing
10:00am World Communion Sunday Joint Worship Service
11:30am

•

Sack lunch together (bring your own)

•

Mission projects: care bags for Lansing homeless and end-ofseason community garden care (bring trash-able clothes and
work gloves)

1:30pm Parent pick-up at FPC-Lansing
2:00pm Parent pick-up at FPC-Holt

“As Jesus demonstrated, advocacy work is
about coming alongside marginalized
people, joining in unambiguous solidarity
with them, creating space for them to tell
their own stories and envisioning with
them what God’s future intentions for them
are, based on God’s faithful promises.”
—Christian Brooks

Fall Congregational & Corporation Meeting
Each year, on the second Sunday of November (Nov. 14 this year), a congregational meeting is held to:
1. review a preliminary report on the stewardship campaign
2. take any necessary action on the proposed terms of call for the pastors
3. nominate and elect officers to serve on the Board of Deacons, Session, and the nominating
committee for the next year.
This year’s meeting will follow worship on Sunday, Nov. 14 at 11:30am-ish. Everyone who is a part of
our church family is encouraged to attend, though only members may vote.
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
10-1
10-3
10-4
10-5
10-6
10-7
10-10
10-11
10-12
10-13
10-14
10-15
10-17
10-19
10-20
10-26
10-27
10-28
10-29

Laura Harvey, Gail Spitz
Eric Larson
Carol Cheney, Leonard Traut
Elfa Hetrick, Mary Laich
Joe Hill, Evie Hill
Keith Spitz
Brian Gleason
Vicki Edwards
Susanne Dayton, Brendan Goodrich,
Elizabeth Yeager, Arabelle Fratzke
Vern Sible, Tina Sutterlin, Patrick Rupert,
Ivan Arnold
Bonnie Mahieu
Jeff Cwiek, Addison Bet
Pam Eldred, Brian Lloyd
Pat Collins, Diana Folleth
Ashton & Skye Collins
Amy Metts, Reece Grafius
Nicole Caron
Jean Bauer, Brandye Croley,
Hannah Washabaugh, Eric Ferrara
Jane DiMaggio

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
11-3
11-4
11-5
11-6
11-7
11-8
11-10
11-11
11-12
11-14
11-15
11-16
11-19
11-22
11-23
11-24
11-25
11-26
11-27
11-28
11-29
11-30

Julie Chavez
Cherry Hill, Wendy Pritzlaff, Howard Haas
Theresa Holmstrom, Eileen Krawczynski
Kelly Ann Ireland, Josh Horwath
Isabella Fratzke
Jeff Bowling, Kim Miller
Anne Brand
Julian Dawdy
Don Parry
Jim Betts, Jim Tropf, Jr., Madalyn Gleason
Zipporah Agheneza, Heidi Hill
Seth Caron, Mary Lee Hultin, Jessica Olney
Noelle Seward
Emery Miller
Daniel Krawczynski
Alec Collins
Stephanie Collins
Taylor Stout
Shari Horwath, Judy Gubry
Tricia Betts,
David Sizoo
Laura Schnepf

All Saints’ Sunday
Oct/Nov Anniversaries
10/1
10/2
10/4
10/5
10/7
10/13
10/24
10/27
11/7
11/7
11/12
11/18
11/20
11/21
11/28
11/30

Amber & Curtis LaFond
Anne & Ron Hope
Seth & Nicole Caron, Mel
White& Susan Celsor White
Craig & Jody Anderson
Jim & Allison Tropf
Chad & Heidi Hill
Ted & Eileen Krawczynski
Joseph & Cheryl Hill
Bob & Wendy Green
Jim & Mona Tropf
Bob & Pam Brown
Rob & Terri Reid
Pat & Stephanie Collins
Natalie & Rick Arford
Paul & Rebecca Bossenbroek
Carl & Cheryl Zuidema

In addition to sharing each other’s birthdays
and anniversaries, we also set aside time
each year for All Saints’ Sunday when we
celebrate the lives of members who have
died in the previous 12 months. This year, on
Nov. 7, we will remember: Ted Bauer, Mike
Carr, Mavis Edwards, Scott Harvey, Gary
Howe, Wally Nourse and Carl Westerhof.

Purchase a Brick for the Cloister
Also on Nov. 7, we will dedicate new bricks
to be installed in the cloister. If you would
like to buy a brick in honor of someone, to
mark a special date, or in someone’s
memory, please notify the office by Oct. 24.
Bricks cost $50 each, which allows for 3 lines
of engraving of up to 15 characters on each
line (spaces count as one character).

Thank You Blood Donors!

We received a thank-you note from the Red Cross this
week, thanking us for hosting blood drives so faithfully.
They let us know that the blood donated at our last
drive went to the following:
THREE RIVERS HEALTH
EDWARD W SPARROW HOSPITAL BLOOD BANK
MCLAREN NORTHERN MICHIGAN
HURON MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
MCLAREN LAPEER REGION

FPC-Holt &
FPC-Lansing
Youth Fall
Schedule
Oct. 2

11am Saturday - Racial justice game/education
event on Zoom

Oct. 3

10am Joint Worship at FPC-Lansing;
Mission project at FPC-L 11:30-1:30pm

Oct. 9

1-3pm
Pick pumpkins @ Smith’s (2610 Hagadorn, Mason)

Oct. 10

Sell pumpkins at both churches before & after
worship; sell in neighborhoods from 12:30-4pm

Oct. 17

Sell pumpkins in neighborhoods 12:30-4pm
• Deadline for Urban Plunge registration
• Deadline to express interest in Triennium
(8th-12th graders)

Nov. 6

Urban Plunge @ Brooklyn Presbyterian

For everything there is a season;
a time to move away, and a time to
temporarily return.
Well… that season didn’t quite make the list
in Ecclesiastes, but it is the one in which I
sit. It also means a new season for my role
serving within this congregation. Until May
I will be serving as the Seminary Pastoral
Intern as part of my theological education
with an area of emphasis in pastoral care
and family ministry.

On October 31, we will honor your
membership commitment over 50 years ago —
celebrating God’s faithfulness and
praising God that we are blessed by yours.

To that end, I am in the office on
Wednesdays and Fridays from 12pm-3 pm,
available for pastoral care concerns, stop by
conversations, or simply to answer
questions. Knowing that set times don’t
always work, please feel free to reach out
to me by phone or email.

WILMA AKRIGHT
HARRY AMMON
HARRIETT ANTHONY
DICK BACON
JEAN BAUER

Along with pastoral care, I am assisting with
adult Christian education on Sunday
mornings. Since our fall kick-off on
September 12th, I have been leading the
Year of the Bible group. I invite anyone still
curious about the group to join us! It is
never too late to spend more time in God’s
Word.

BILL BROCK
JOAN BRYANT
HELEN CAUDELL
SUSANNE DAYTON
GINNY DUFORT
DIANA FOLLETH
LEOTA GEE

I’m also excitedly preparing for the parents’
group that will be starting on the first
Sunday of November! My hope is for it to
be a space where the parents among us
can connect on the sometimes intense,
struggles of raising kids and how to nurture
our spiritual lives during moments of chaos.
Though this isn’t the season I thought I
would be in this year, I am overjoyed to be
in it with you all.

SANDY GLEASON
BOB & WENDY GREEN
STUART & KATHLEEN GOODRICH
PEGGY HADWIN
RUTH HINKLE
EILEEN KRAWCZYNSKI
PEGGY OAKES
JANET POLZIN

Thanks be to God in every season!

DONNA PRYOR

Peace,

VERN SIBLE

Heather Thum-Gerber
Seminary Pastoral Intern, FPC-Holt
(She/Her)
heather.thum.gerber@gmail.com
(989) 388-3778

TRUDY SMITH
ERNIE SNYDER
DOROTHY WESTERHOF
CARL & CHERYL ZUIDEMA
6

Intergenerational Sunday Morning
Education in October & November
All classes take place from 9-9:45am and will be offered online via
Zoom at the teacher’s discretion (and technology’s cooperation!)

Christ & Culture Classes

The Christ and Culture series continues meeting in the Fellowship Hall
in October. Instead of watching episodes of “The Good Place” though,
we’ll be watching the Amazon series “Good Omens” and then discussing
the storyline (a cultural perspective on angels, demons, witches and
Armageddon) with Anne Hope.
Then, on Halloween Sunday, Oct. 31, Christ & Culture will look at the holiday
with the man who wrote the book on horror in the Bible —literally! Our own
Dr. Brandon Grafius will introduce us to this unique take on the Bible — and
maybe give us a sneak peak into his next book!
Christ & Culture will take a “turkey break” in November and resume on Dec. 5.

The Year of the Bible

Heather Thum-Gerber will continue leading the weekly discussions of
the daily readings from our Bible plan (click here for the plan).
Anyone can join in the class at any time and we meet in the Senior High
Youth Room. (Note: this class will not meet on Nov. 7 or Dec. 5.)

Beat the Pastor to the Punch

Through Oct. 31, Myra Hiske will continue “previewing” the passage that
the sermon will focus on for that Sunday. Starting in November, Kirk and
Ben will alternate leading the class.

Parents Group with Heather Thum-Gerber

On Nov. 7 and Dec. 5, Heather will lead a time for coffee & conversation about
the highs & lows of faithful parenting with a specific focus on nurturing the
parent’s spiritual life as the foundation for healthy spiritual growth in our kids.
Sometimes the best lessons are more “caught than taught.”

Also on those Sundays, the Worship Center on the lower level will be
open for kids age 3 years to pre-K, and kids in Kindergarten-4th grades
can dive into WaterWorks in the Anchorage. Classes will run until
9:45am so that all the children can celebrate worship and communion
with their families at 10am.

FPC-Holt Leadership Retreat
On Nov. 5 and 6, our deacons and elders will meet for their annual fall retreat.
Please be in prayer for them during that time of seeking God’s guidance,
wisdom and direction for our church family.
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October 12- Fall Color Tour - We’ll meet at the church at
11am to carpool/caravan and head out on our annual tradition.
We’ll weave through some fall foliage on our way to the Cider Mill
and then Eaton Place in Charlotte for lunch. Plan to be back at
church by 2pm.

Oct. 19 - Lunch Bunch Returns! We’ll
meet at either the Delhi Café or Buddies — and
maybe alternate between the two. Stay tuned to
the Chanter to hear about that week’s pick!

Oct. 26 - Chrysanthemums & More! We’ll take a
field trip to the always-worth-the-drive Meijer Botanical
Gardens. Tickets will be $11 for seniors and the Garden
website describes it as: “Part art, and part science,
“Chrysanthemums & More!” celebrates its 23rd year with a
curious look into how the interplay of light and shadow
transform the Autumn Glow theme at Frederik Meijer
Gardens & Sculpture Park. A perennial favorite and the
largest of its kind in Michigan, our exhibition spans
thousands of blossoms across 158 sprawling acres.”

Nov. 3 - Field Trip to the Broad
Museum The Broad is sure to offer
exhibits that stretch our minds and this
one is no exception. We’ll meet at the
church at 10am and the exhibit is free!

Nov. 9 - Oldsmobile Museum & Good Truckin’
Diner We’ll meet at the church at 10am
and, after exploring the new exhibits at the
museum (admission for seniors is $7), we’ll
take the appetite we’ve worked up to the
Good Truckin’ Diner!
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Nov. 16 - Lunch Bunch We’ll make our choice once again: Buddies or the Delhi Café?
Come and make your vote count!

Nov. 30 - BYOBB (Bring Your Own Bible & Bowl) - Ben will make
homemade soup for lunch and we’ll explore our Advent Theme.

Dec. 7 - Cornwell’s Dinner Theatre
After a long hiatus, dinner theatre is back! Their
Christmas show is titled “Dashing Through the
Snow” and tickets are on sale now at
www.turkeyville.com.

Dec. 14 - Carol Singing with Mona What better
way to prepare for Christmas than tuning our hearts to
the music of the season. Bring a dozen cookies for our
annual cookie exchange and then sit back and enjoy the
gift of the day: Mona Tropf will be our accompanist!

STATS FOR THE STEWARD
September 30, 2021
Our pledges are an important part of our church life. Following is the pledge update and a brief income and
expense statement.
PLEDGE RECEIPTS

ADULT PLEDGES

**HISTORICAL AMOUNT PLEDGED

$21,870

RECEIPTS LAST MONTH

$21,840
-$30

MONTHLY OVER OR UNDER + / PLEDGED AMOUNT Y.T.D.

$223,426

RECEIPTS Y.T.D

$223,323
-$103

YTD OVER OR UNDER + / -

*Amounts are predicated on anticipated receipts rather than expenditures.

INCOME:
Regular Income
Validated Mission Offerings
Extra Commitment Opportunities
Total Income

Current Month
September-20

2020
Year to Date

Current Month
September-21

2021
Year to Date

$22,394
$0
$4,145
$26,539

$260,503
$1,728
$27,029
$289,260

$23,687
$485
$375
$24,547

$309,586
$3,313
$15,537
$328,436

$26,783

$298,646

$27,329

$308,265

-$243

-$9,386

-$2,782

$20,171

DISBURSEMENTS:
Total Expenses
DIFFERENCE: INCOME/EXPENSES

**Historical amount pledged reflects the yearly amount pledged times average 5 year historical percentage
calculated as: the percentage of actual receipts for the current month divided by the yearly amount pledged
for each year for the last 5 years, then an average is taken of the 5 year total percentages.
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Pastor, Rev. Kirk Miller, kirk@fpc-holt.org
Associate Pastor, Rev. Ben Rumbaugh, ben@fpc-holt.org
Seminary Pastoral Intern, Heather Thum-Gerber
Office Administrator, Myra Hiske, office@fpc-holt.org
Church School Organizer, Libbey Jones, libjones2014@gmail.com
VBS Director, Eileen Krawczynski, eileenkski1@juno.com
Chancel Choir Director, Cera Babb, babbcera@gmail.com
Handbell Director, Mitchell Eithun, mitchell.eithun@gmail.com
Organist, Joanne Maher, jmt53msu@yahoo.com
Financial Secretary, Deb Bachman, debrabac51@gmail.com
Treasurer, Sandy Gleason, sandy.gleason@sbcglobal.net

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH of HOLT
2021 N. Aurelius Rd.
Holt, MI 48824
Address Service Requested

